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At-A-Glance: 

Starting a Non-Profit Organization or Social Enterprise
What is a non-profit organization?
A non-profit is a tax-exempt organization that has been formed for purposes other than generating a profit. Any profits earned are used to support the organizations mission and not distributed to the owners or shareholders. 
The Internal Revenue Service (IRS) recognizes over twenty types of non-profits; however, the most common are organizations created for charitable, educational, religious, scientific, or literary purposes. To learn more about the IRS requirements and steps to apply for tax-exempt status, visit http://www.irs.gov/Charities-&-Non-Profits.
What steps do I need to take to start a non-profit?

According to the Foundation Center, these are the major steps you should take to establish your non-profit organization: 
(1) File the certificate of incorporation, (2) Select the board of directors, (3) Create the mission and vision statements, (4) Establish bylaws and board policies, (5) Obtain an employer identification number (EIN), (6) File for federal tax exemption, (8) Follow state and local nonprofit regulations, and (9) Develop a fundraising plan.
To learn more about each step, visit http://foundationcenter.org/getstarted/tutorials/establish/index.html

Where can I find funding to start my non-profit?

Non-profits use several different types of funding including: individual donations, grants, government funding, endowments, corporate contributions, and fees for goods and services. In order to determine the funding streams that are best for your organization, your board of directors should develop a short-term and long-term fundraising plan.
To learn more about non-profit fundraising, see http://managementhelp.org/nonprofitfundraising/index.htm, and to locate funding resources for people with disabilities, visit http://foundationcenter.org/getstarted/topical/disabilities.html#.
What is a social enterprise? 

A social enterprise is a non-profit or for-profit business that operates to positively affect a social or community issue. The Social Enterprise Alliance further describes it as "an organization or initiative that marries the social mission of a non-profit or government program with the market-driven approach of a business." 

The Kessler Foundation in their Disability and Work Research Report – Social Enterprise Businesses: A Strategy for Creating Good Jobs for People with Disabilities examine the option of social enterprise businesses as a strategy for creating jobs or small business opportunities for people with disabilities. They specifically discuss ways to support integrated, community employment practices for these types of businesses that do not reproduce “enclaves” or sheltered workshops.  

The Chicagoland Entrepreneurship Education for People with Disabilities (CEED) project offers direct assistance with entrepreneurship options more generally, as well as research on social entrepreneurship. 
Resources:
How to Start a Nonprofit
National Council of Nonprofits

https://www.councilofnonprofits.org/tools-resources/how-start-nonprofit
Nuts and Bolts of Starting a Nonprofit Organization in the U.S.

Idealist.org

http://www.idealist.org/info/Nonprofits/Startup2
Nonprofit Startup Resources by State
The Foundation Center
http://foundationcenter.org/gainknowledge/map/start-up-map.html
The Foundation Center's Accessibility Area

http://foundationcenter.org/accessibility/
Business Planning Tools for Nonprofit Organizations

SCORE.org
https://www.score.org/resources/business-planning-tools-nonprofit-organizations
Introduction to Fundraising Planning – Free Training Course 
Grantspace.org

http://grantspace.org/course-offerings/training-courses/introduction-to-fundraising-planning

Fundraising Basics

Nonprofit Resource Center

http://www.nprcenter.org/fundraising-basics

Grant-Writing Tools for Nonprofit Organizations

Nonprofit Guides

http://www.npguides.org/
7 Golden Rules for Nonprofit Fundraising Success

Entrepreneur.com
http://www.entrepreneur.com/article/217223
Social Enterprise Knowledge Center
http://setoolbelt.org/
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JAN is a free consulting service designed to increase the employability of people with disabilities by: 





1) 	providing individualized work accommodation solutions,


 2) 	providing technical assistance regarding the Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA) and other disability related legislation, and


 3) 	educating callers about self-employment options.








